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THE Wispos oF A NATIVE MAGISTRATE—

A story of lementuble failure of justice and
race antipathy hns reached us from the Mofussil
John Dickson, an English gentleman of good birth
though at preseat rather 1n straightened circams-
tances had fallen under the displeasure of a clt

-que of designing nafives hapded by one Jamuns
Mallahin a person, agwe are assured on good
anthoriby, of great wealth, and considerable infla

-ence 1n native society He was hauled up before
< native Magstrate on a charge of somo petty
Inrceny which, if tho trial had taken place before
u Buropean magistrate, would have bseen at once
thrown out as preposterons, when preferred
agamst & Eunropean of Mr Dichsan’s poution
and character Bub Baboo Jaladhar Gangooly
whe obony-coloursd Daniel hefore whoss awfal
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tribunal, Mr Dickson had the mmsfortune to
be drageed, was noapable of understanding
that petty larcenies, however congemal to sBarp
wntellects of his own country, have never been
known to be perpetrated by men born and bred

on English soil and the poor man was convicted
on evidene the trumpery character of which,
was probably as well Lnown to the magistrate as
to the proseoutors themselves The poor man
pleaded his birth, and lis rights as a European
British subject, to be tried by a magistrate of his
own race, but the plea was negatived for reasons
we neither kpow nor are able to conjecture
Possibly the Baboo was under the impression that
Lord Ripon’s cruel and nefarious Government
had already passed 1nto Law the Bdl which s to
snthornze every man with a durk skin law‘ully to
warder and hang every man with & white one

May that day be distant yet 1 Meanwhile weleave
our readers to conjecture from a study of the
names Jaladhar aud Jamuna whether the tie of
kindred nhich obviosly exists between prosecuter
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and magistrate hus had no nfluence in producing
thig extraordinary decision
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The Matrimonlal
Penai Code
CHAPTER I
Introduction

WHEREAS It 1s expedi
ent to provide a special
Penal Code for the coercron
of refractory husbands and
others who dispute the sup-
1eme authanty of Woman,
it 18 hereby enacted as
follows —
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e

t  [hatthis Act shall
be entitled the*Matrimonjal
Penal Code’”and shall take
effect on all natives of India
1 the married state

CHAPTER ]I
Definitions

3 A husbandisa prece
of moving and moveable

property at the absolute
disposal of 2 woman

Hlustrations

{a) A trank ora work box
1s nota bhasband, asst Js
not moving, though a move
able plece of property

(b) Cattle are not hus
bands, for though capable
of lTocomotion they cannot
be at the absolute disposal
of any woman,as they often
display a will of their own

Breaw )
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() Menmn the married () fafis qma &
state having on will of their m WY wW A

own are husbands

3 A wife 152 woman
‘having the right of Property
an husband

Ezxplanation
The nght of property
ancludes the right of flage
dlation

4 *The married state®
15 A state of penance into
which men voluntarily enter
for sias committed in a
previous life.
CHAPTER TIT
Of punsshment
5 The Punishme ttson
which offenders are liable
ander the provisions of this
Code are —
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Ferstly —timpriscninent
which may be exther within
the four walls of a bed room
or within the four walls of
a house

Impnisonments are of
two descriptions,namely —
() Rigorous that 13,
accompansed by hard works
(2} Sumple

Secondly—~Transporta
tion, that is toanother bed
room

Thirdly~Matrimonial
servitude
Fousthly—~Forfenure of
pocket money
6 *Camital punishment”
under this Code means that
the wife shall rus away to
her paternal roof, or to
some ather friendly house,
with the intention of not

xe ety 1} huery

g ar et
AR FEWE S
fa gy

1

7 8 Tt ghft —~

(2) wlem ey i

(?) fireeame dfgm)

R—STsr oy, mely
gedl oAy Ng, auat
TR SRR T )

I—~USTIE 56T )

¥ @A swafq wieT
w¥E 2 sem a gy

GBS S o
wrewr ag ad wwE
s 5 et o fomd
ut wraay fedl g o
oA Sl st s Sz
Lig ok il



wife.

abuse

greed §eg faam %3
7 The follow lng pumsh TR g—SIE-BI2 FaTt
ments are also provided for fgia ok FmERmame
minor offences — & =i — ,
Firstly—Contemptuous L= |
silence on the part of the
Secondly—Frowns R,—IHI-TT |
Thirdly—Tears and 12 2, — I b T,
mentations T ToF TR ﬁqw l
Fourthly—Scolding and BT THAT AT
e w |
CHAPTER [V
General Exceptions ﬁ%ﬂ ST |
8 Nothing 1s an offence ISR Sq91E |

which 1s done by a wife

9 Nothing is an offence
which 1s done by husband
-in obedience to the com
mands of a wife

10 No person 1n marr
ted state shall be entitled to
plead any other circums
tances as grouads of exemp
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tion from the provisions of
the Matrimonial Penal Code,

CHAPTER V

Of Abetutert

11 A person abets the
dotng of & matnmonial off
ence, who—

Farstl—~Instigates, per
suades, induces or encoura
ges a husband to commit

that offence

Secondly—Joms hum 1n
the commussion of that off
ence or heeps his company
during 1ts commission

Explaration

A man not in the marr
1ed state or even a woman
may be an abettor

Lltestrations

(@) A, the h: band of B

and C, an uomarned man,
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drink together Drnking 1s
a Matrimomial offence C
ihas abetted A

(4 A the mother of B,
the busband of C, persuades
B to spend money 1n other
wvays than those which C app
roves Asspending money 1o
such ways 1s a Matrumomal
offence A has abetted B

12. When a man 1n the
aarried state, abets ano

ther man in the marmed
state, in a Matrimomal off-
ence the abettor is lable
to the same pumishment as
the principal provided that
the can be so punished oply
by a Compstent Court
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Explanotson
A Competent Court
means the wife having right
of property n the offending
husband

13 Abettors who are
females or male offendars
not 1a the marred state are
lfable to be punished only
with scolding abuse, frowns,
tears and Jamentations

Cuarrer VI
OF gffence agamnst the State

14 “The state” shall,
in this Code, mean the mar
ned state only

15 Whoever wages war
agalast his wife or attempts
to wage such war, or abetls
the waging of such war,shall
be pumished capitally, that
is by separation or by trans
poration 1o another bed
rootn and shall forfelt all
fus pocket moncy

v.
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16 Whoever 1nduces FET L —T @it safe
friends or gamns childrento  zg fyfal S T -
side with him or otherwise gy aryer geawnt gy
prepares to wage war with U T wite FRd -

the

war against the wife, shall

intention of waging

be punished by transpora-
tion to another bed room
and shall also be lable to
be pumshed with scolding
and with tears and lamenta

tions

17  Whoever shall ren
der allegiance to any woman
other than his wife, shall be
guilty of incontinence

Ezxplanation

(1) To show the slight
est hindness to a young
woman, who Is not the wife,
13 to render such young

woman allegance,
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Tlustratson.

A s the husband of B
and Cisa young woman
A likes C’s bady because
he 15 a ace child and gives
him buns to eat A has ren
dered allegiance to C

Explanation

(2) Whves shall be ents
tled to 1magine offences
under this section and no
husband shall be entitled to
be acquitted ont he ground
that he has not committed
the offence

The simple accusation
shall always be held tobe
conclusive proof of the off

ence
Explanation

() The right of imagi
ning offepce under this sec-
tion shall be held to belong,

~“in general to old wives,and
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to women with old and ugly
husbands and a young vafe
shall not be entitled toassu
ne the right unless she can
prove that she has a parts
cularly cross temper or was
brought up a spoilt child or
1s herself supremely ugly
18 Whoever 15 guilty
shall be
Trable to all the punishments

«of 1ncontinence

mentioned n this Code and
to other punishments not
mentioned in the Code

CHAPTER VI]
Of Offence relafing to the
Army and Navy
19 The Army and Navy
shall, in this Code, mean
‘the sons and daughters and
the daughters in lav
20 Whoever abets the
<ommitting of mutioy by a
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son or a datughter g law
shall be hable to pumsha
ed by scolding and tears
and lamentations
CuaPTER VI
OF Qffences agamnst the
demestse Tranguslluy

21 An assembly of two
ot more husbands is design
ated an unfawfol assembly
ifthe common object of such
husband 18 —

Firstly—To dunk as
definded below or to commit
any other matrimanfal off
ence;

Secondly—To oyer aws,

by show of authority thelr
wives from the exercise of
the Iaw[ul authonty of soch
mves

Thirdly—To resist the
execulion of a wife's order
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22 Whoever1sa me
mber of an unlawful assem
bly shall be punished by
mmprisonments  with hard
words, and shall also be
hiable to contemptuous sil
ence or to scolding

Of drinking uines and
spirils
23 Any hqud keptin
a bottle and taken in a glass

vessel 1s wine and spirits

24. Whoever his in his
possession wine and spints
as above defined 15 sald to
drink

Explanation

He 1s said to dnink even
though he never touches
the liquid himself

2> Whoever {s guilty of
drinking shall be punished
with imprisonment of elther
description within the four
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walls of bed room during
the evening hours and shall

also be hable to scolding

Of r1oting
26 Whoever  shall
speak 1 an ungentle vnice
to his wife shall be guilty of
domestic noting

27  Whoever s gulity
of domestic rioting shall be
ponished by scolding erby
tears and Jameatations
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