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INTRODUCTION

Ethics as a branch of philosophy deals with deliberate actions. con-
ducts, characters and ideals of human beings. In the history of human
civilization Ethics has played a very important role in controlling, regula-
ting & guiding the human behaviour, roles and duties. It is regarded as the
code of conduct. It unites man to man in the society and establishes a
harmonious relation between man and society. It is possible to imagine a
society without a government or a religion, but it is impossible to imagine
a society without ethical norms, codes and standards. In common sense
Ethics or Moral philosophy indicates good, right and virtuous action but as
a branch of philosophy, it deals with both, good actions and bad actions.
right actions and wrong actions, virtues and vices. It analyses and explains
both but it hints a person to lead his life from bad to good, from wrong to
right and from vices to virtues. Though it is an universal science and global
arts, but its postulates, norms and standards differ from society to society,
one civilization to other civilization, and culture to culture.

Therefore it seems a very difficult task to make a comparative study
of ethical norms and standards. It becomes more difficult when the bases
of the comparative study belong to entirely different cultural environment.
Professor Dr. Radheshyamadhara Dvivedi has taken this difficult task in
his hand to make a comparative study of ethical principles, norms and
standards, based on three treatises, belonging to very different socio-
cultural environments. The Upanishads present very ancient socio-cultural
environment of India, which is generally regarded as Brahmanical Culture.
The Sutta-Nipata is an important text of Buddhist culture and Republic,
which has very different geographical surrounding, presents Greek socio-
cultural environments.

Dr. Dvivedi has made a very deep and thorough study of the above
treatises, with the intention to seek a common ground to establish a global
and holistic view regarding the ethical principles, norms and standards.
According to him without such an ideal, man cannot be uplifted from
various limitations and shortcomings for the sake of human progress and
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world peace. In his investigation he found such a global an.d holistic view
of the authors of the Upanishads, Sutta-Nipata and Republic.

Generally Ethical theories of moral standards are divifled in .twq
groups viz. legalistic and teleological theories. Legalistic again is explained
as internal law and external laws. Teleological theories are broadly divided
into Hedonism & Perfectionism. The author of the present book has tried
to find out the references of these theories in the Upanishads, Sutta-Nipat,
and Republic.

According to the Upanishads he has elaborated and explained the
ethical theories as External laws, Internal laws, Rationalism, Hedonism,
Perfectionalism and Spiritualism. Here he has very carefully distinguished
the theoratical and conceptual principles from practical and utiliterian
principles. As the Upanishads assert the practical aspects of ethics. The
Hedonism of the Upanishads is drastically different from Egoistic Hedon-
ism and Altruistic Hedonism as the Upanishads clearly differentiate Bliss
from happiness & pleasure. The Ethical Hedonism gives its emphasis on
pleasure or happiness either for a person or for the largest numbers of the
persons. Though some of the moral philosophers make distinction between

quantitative difference of pleasure and qualitative difference of pleasure,
yet they cannot arrive at bliss or spiritual pleasure.

The Sutta-Nipata asserts its ethical principles on the background of
asceticism, yet it discusses and considers various theories of ethical stand-
ards namely external legalistic theory, internal legalistic and spiritualism,
The spiritualism of Sutta-Nipata is different from the spiritualism of the
Upanishads. There is no concept of bliss as the highest goal of human life,
but it advocates complete cessation of sufferings and misseries.

The Republic also considers various views and theories of ethical
standards but hints towards a spiritual goal, which in not negative like

nirvana of Sutta-Nipata, but positive something nearer to the Upanishadic
bliss.

In this comparative study the author has tried his best to explain the
concept of Dharma with the concepts of ethical virtues, according to the
Upanishads, Sutta-Nipata and Republic. All these three treatises analyse
and explain the psychological grounds and stages of mind which are
helpful to inculcate moral virtues in the human mind and behaviour. In this
context, the author has clearly explained the nature and importance of
knowledge, control of senses and mind, courage and justice etc.
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According o the sy
to review th,
dackground
lish a harm

ggestion made in this study, it is the proper time
© Partiality of normal theories based either on materialistic
Or Spiritualistic background and to make an attempt to estab-
mony and Sythesis between these two. As the guide line of this
synthetical approacy, pe has clarified a few points. According to him the
universal culture should be divided into eastern cultural tradition and
western-cultural tradition. The culture of China, Japan, Tibbet, Burma,
India and of other Agjan countries may be regarded as eastern culture
similarly the cultyre of Greek, Rome, Egypt and of other European coun-
tries may be regardeq as western cultural tradition.

' :l"he Indian Cultural tradition may be divided as Brahmana cultural
tradition and Sramana Cultural tradition. A five point similarity between
Brahmana Tradition apq western tradition can be established, viz. (a)
Existence. (?f Personal god (4) Singularistic view of individual (9]
Universalistic view of the world (d) Personal soul and (e) Eternal life.
Almost all the schools of Hindu religion and christianity give emphasis on
these five points. But there is a five point difference between Brahmana
tradition and Buddhist traditjon, Buddhists asserts these five points as (a)
No god, (b) Puralistic theory of Individual (c) Particularistic view of the

world (d) No-soul theory (e) Nibbana or cessation of suffering.

In European tradition, those who are not influenced by christianity
may behave these five points which are advocated by Buddhism. It is very
clear from the findings of the the author that Indian Religion and philo-
sophical thoughts have established unity in the civilization and culture of
Asian countries similarly christianity and Greek thought have established
unity in European countries,

Having elaborately explained the ethical virtues, moral standards and
principles according to the Upanishads, Sutta-Nipata and Republic, the
author has mentioned some similarities in these three treatises.

(2) Similarity regarding Revolt and Reform : When the ancient
vedic tradition of karmakanda or sacrifices involved in violence, hypocrasy,
exploitation, external rites and- rituals, the Upanishads came as a revolt
against that and tried to reform the tradition, interpreting the authorities
injuncting sacrifices, rites and rituals. The Sutta-Nipata stood as a harse
revolts against the vadic tradition of sacrifices, by rejecting the authority of
of the vedas. similarly the Republic brought revolt against the sophists
idealogy of norms, standards and justice and tried to make reform accord-
ing to the teachings of Socrates.
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(b) Spiritual similarity : All these three emphasize the importance
and superiority of knowledgte to rituals and karmakanda arld professed to
control the natural instincts like violence, anger, desire, enviousness, temp-
tation & delusion etc. and to inculcate purity, truthfulness, non-violence
contentment, self-control, benevolence and renunciation etc.

(c) Social similarity : All these three try to examiné the social
traditions, customs, norms and assumptions of the previous society, to take
a strong step to discard the blemishes, defects and evils etc. from the
society. All these three are the supporters of independent small states,
giving full freedom to their citizens, equalities and justice. According to
them the classification of society based on natural tendency, ability and
function, is essential but no-body could be treated higher or lower. superior
or inferior by birth only. For the social necessity and according to indi-
vidual ability, the division of life like Sramas, is also acceptable to them.
Similarly the definition and prescription of duties, responsibilities of the
persons and groups are clearly mentioned there.

(d) Psychological similarity : All these three fully explained the
psychological tendencies of human beings and grouped them into vicious
and virtuous. Their suggestions and injunctions are to discard vicious

tendencies and to develope virtuous tendencies like knowledge, content-
ment, forgiveness, discriminative knowledge etc.

The present study is a new approach towards comparative ethical
evaluation. It may help and guide further research in the study of compara-

tive Ethics. It also may be helpful to frame an ideal for global, holistic view
about moral philosophy.

In the end I wish to thank the author of this book for his sincere effort,
bold step and impartial outlook in the study of comparative Ethics. [ hope
this book will be widely read and appreciated.

Dr. Raghunathgiri
Retd. Professor & Ex-Head
Department of Philosophy

M.G. Kashividyapith, Varanasi
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Nothing Struck the Greeks so much as the philosophical Spirit which
seemed to pervade the mysterious country .
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The idea of salvation, of the liberation, of the god like soul from the
shackles of the earthly body doubtless originated in India, where it makes its
appearance in the so called Upanishads. It was thrace which formed bridge over
which this oriental doctrine of deliverance crossed into Greece?.
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Therefore god is to be conc1eved as one... The world is god, a sentient
being through without organs of sense’.
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He sees all over, thinks all over and hears all over'.
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A comparative study of Greek and Ancient Indian Philosophy, attempted
in our work, has yielded cases of resemblance, more or less close. Those who
are still in doubt as to world of Ideas furnishing many Interesting parallels to

western thought.
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1. 9RO Giepioe f&fasE, g, 3111
2. FeA— N FfsRes e fhamm, v, 4201

3. But now the time has came to go away, I go to die and you to live, but which of
us go to the better lot, is know to none, but god.
Philosopher's Speak for themselves by-T.V. Smith, p-104.
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1. The leaders of restorded democracy did worse, for they actually put secrates to death
on an absurd charge of impiety. This, Plato says, put on and to his own political

aspiration. P. 4 Plato the man and his works—A. E. Taylor.

2. TR, T3 @l € A9 we ’Re g, 9. 101

3. TARE Y SR 3% ¥ 3 Semeiied B i, < gy 989 ded, 5. 113
A, g, fraeha @i ®R 2w Jeoq |

4. W GL, =) g A9 e s 4, 9o 111

5. Even in antiquity there were doubts about one or two dialogues. The Alcibiades was
thought to be unauthentic by some, and the Neoplatomist proclus wished to rejecet the

Epinomis.
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The whole of the western philosophy consists in a series of foot-notes to the
philosophy of plato4,
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1. He who has virtue needs nothing else, he is independent of society around him and of
the laws of his own state. He is a citizen of the world and is every where at home
because of his well being depends on himself. Antithens agreed with socrates that
knowledge is essential to virtue but held that logic, physics and all theoretical studies
are only indirectly valuable as means to well being. Uromices generally identify wisdom
with practical virtue. A Short History of Ethics —R.A.P. Rogers.
Knowledge and culture are valuable so for as they lead to pleasure. Ibid p.39.

The virtues are not ends in themselves but only means. Ibid p.39.
White Head and some have been said; Zeller in his Greek philosophy page 198.
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We may therefore find justice on a larger scale in the larger entity, and so
easier to recognize. I accordingly propose that we start our inquiry with the
community, and then proceed to the individual and see if we can find in the
conforlmation of the smaller entity anything similar to what we have found in the
larger .
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And so the business of our defence, just because it is the most important of
all, requires a correspondingly complete freedom from other affairs and a
correspondingly high degree of skill and practice3.
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Merely to pick up the tools of any other trade does not turn a man into a

craftsman or games-player : The tool is useful only to the man who knows how to
use it and has had enough practice in the use of it".

3 TSI A qieERd FHeEen a1 fyden, ade
STFARHvT SRS TARSOIHGAAY T | 3 U9 aRh @il
T4 A Y A9 FE e T @ agony FIQeT T 9| ST
T T R TR | ToAREEA, ST JUSHEE |
T HY AT T e TR, § O @ ey ath, seEt
AR Sy A qenfeR: |

We must, if we are to be consistent, and if we are to have a real pedigree
herd. mate the best of our men with the best of our women as often as possible, and
the inferior men with the inferior women as seldom as possible, and bring up only

the offspring of the best. And no one but the Rulers must know what is happenmg,
if we are to avoid dissension in our Guardian herd.

A RasY sRfem’

T Faemaea FEray ey ofy famwe: TN e
Iy aw’?erg FATE: [EN: T FHael Yearaeguny g edEeenty
3eRfy-Teree, —

The same rule will apply if any man still in his mating years lays hands on

awoman of child-bearing age without the Rulers 'sanction, we shall regard him as
putting upon the state a child that is a bastard on both civil and religious grounds”.
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We have seen that there are three sorts of bed. The first exists in nature, and

we would say, I suppose, that it was made by god. No one else could have made it
could they?l
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God implants a fault in man, when he wishes to destroy a house utterly
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So we can not allow Homer or any other poet to make such a stupid mistake
about the gods.
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Then will you first grant that neither the just nor the unjust man's character
is hidden from the gods.
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Th2n we shall not be without justification if we recognize these two
elements as distinct. We can call the reflective element in the mind the reason,
and the element with which it feels hunger and thrist, and the agitations of sex

and other desires, the element of irrational appetite an element closely connected
with satisfaction and pleasure’.
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And what if he thinks he's being wronged? Then his indignation boils
over and fights obstinately for what he thinks right, persevering and winning
through hunger and cold and all similar trials. It won't give up the struggle till

death or v1ctory, or till reason calls it back to heel and calms it, like a shephered
calls his dog
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For they are hardly sutable to encourage the young to self-control, though
we need not be surprised if they give pleasure in other ways. What do you think?

'l agree'

Then is it likely to encourage self-restraint if the poet represents the wisest
of men saying that he thinks the best moment of all is when.

the tables are laden with bread and meat, and a steward carries round the wine he
has drawn from the bowl and fills their cups?

And what about lines like

"death by starvation is the most miserable end that one can meet?"

And then there is the story of how Zeus stayed awake, when all the other
gods and men were asleep, with some plan in mind, but forgot it easily enough
when his desire for sex was roused; he was indeed so struck by Hera's appearance
that he wanted to make love to her on the spot, without going indoors, saying that
he had never desired her so much since the days when they first used to make love
'without their parents' knowledge' And There's the story of Hephaestus trapping
Areas and Aphrodite because of similar goings on.
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We must therefore neither believe nor allow the story of the dreadful rapes
attempted by Theseus, son of Poseidon, and Peirethous, son of Zeus, or any of the

other lies now told about the terrible and wicked things which other sons of gods
and heroes are said to have dared to do.

AN forverg @ freravtaa @erRRRT Mh— S @
I Al | T fag@shy sgfnfafy) i BIMIREEESE)
TRl T8 MREgEEay: SR e 7 7@ R st
ol A gameas T ek’ —

And what is very beautiful will also be very attractive, will it not?

'Certainly'.

Tt is, then with people of this sort that the educated man will fall in love,
where the harmony is imperfect he will not be attracted'.

Not if the defect is one of character, 'he replied, 'it it's a physical defect, he
will not let it be a bar to his affection’.

I'know, 'I said, 'you've got, or once had, aboy friend like that. And I agree
with you.»But tell me : does excessive pleasure go with self-control and moderation?'

‘Certainly not, excessive pleasure breaks down one's control just as much
as excessive pain'.

'Does it go with other kinds of goodness? ‘No'
then does it go with violence and indiscipline? certainly;

And is there any greater or keener pleasure than that of sex? 'No . not any
more frenzied :

‘But to love rightly is to love what is orderly and beautiful is an educated
and disciplined way.
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'Self-discipline, ' said, 'is surely a kind of order, a control of certain desires
and appetites. So people use 'being master of oneself (Whatever that means) and
similar phrases as indications of it. Isn't that so?'.
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And the quality of good judgement is clearly a form of knowledge, as it is
because of knowledge and not because of ignorance that we judge well'.
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So the state founded on natural principles is wise as a whole in virtue of the
knowledge inherent in its smallest constituent part of class, which exercises authority
over the rest. And it appears further that the naturally smallest class is the one

which is endowed with that form of knowledge which alone of all others deserves
the title of wisdom.'
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And you know of course that most ordinary people think that pleasure is the
good, while the more sophisticated think it is knowledge>.
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Broadly speaking, the mental states comprised by the four subdivisions are

A. Intelligence. Full understanding, culminating in the vision of ultimate
truth. This understanding is reached by philosophy, or as plato often
calls it 'dialectic', a term whose modern associations are quite misleading
in interpreting the Republic, but which, with that caution, remains a
convenient translation,

B. Reason. The procedure of mathematics, purely deductive and uncritical
of its assumptions.
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_ C. Belief. Commonsense beliefs on matters both moral and physical, which

‘ are a fair practical guide to life but have not been fully thought out.

(Later, in the Timaeus, Plato includes the natural sciences in this

subsection, as they can never reach ultimate truth, being concerned with
achangeable world).

D. [Illusion. All the various illusions, 'secondhand impressions and opinions,
'of which the minds of ordinary people are full, In this section ‘illusion
'merely appears as the perception of shadows and reflections. But the
wider interpretation is demanded by the Cave simile, which elaborates in
amore graphic form the classification set out in the line.

Intelligence (noesis)

or Dialectic A
Knowledge Intelligible realm
(episteme) (to noeton)

—Forms
Mathematical
reasoning (dianoia) | B
. Belief (Pistis) C-Physical things | Visible (Physical)

Opinion (doxa) vealm (to boraton) =

Illusion (eickasia) D-Shadows and

images
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Socrates concludes that when it is said that man are overcome by pleasure,
it means that they are acting from ignorance. No man volunterily persues evil or
that which he thinks to be evil. Thus the man who is governed by reason will not be
led astray. The doctrine that 'virtue is knowledge' is expanded by Plato in Republic
through integrating it with his faculty of psychology; His ethics rests upon two
major points of this psychology (I) the soul of all individuals consists of three basic
elements or faculties Reason, Sprit and Appetite (2) an individual's character depends
upon the comparative development of three elements and the dominance of one

faculty over the others.
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In the world of knowledge the (idea of the good) appears last at all, it is
seen only with an effort, and when seen, is also infered to be the universal author of
all things beautiful and right, parent of light and lord of light in this visible world,
and the immidiate source of Reason and truth in the intellectual, and this is power
upon which he would act rationally either in public or private life must have his eye
fixed'. ,
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Then shall we not fairly plead in reply that our true lover of knowledge
naturally strives for reality, and will not rest content with each set of particulars
which opinion takes for reality, but soars with undimmed and unwearied passion
till he grasps the nature of each thing as it is, with the mental faculty fitted to do so
that is with the faculty which is akin to reality, and which approaches and unites
with it, and begets intelligence and truth as children, and is only released from
travail when it has thus attained knowledge and true life and fulfilment'?
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Then if there's no evil that can destroy it, either its own or another's, it must
exist for ever; that is to say it must be immortal'.

It must be'

‘We can take that, then, as proved I said ' And if so, it follows that the same
souls have always existed. Their number cannot be decreased, because no soul can
die, nor can it increase, any increase in the immortal must be at the expense of
mortality, and if that were possible, everything would in the end be immortal.'
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And this concord between them is effected, as we said, by a combination of
intellectual and phystcal training, which tunes up the reason by a training in rational
arguments and higher studles and tones down and soothes the elements of 'Spirit'
by harmony and rhythm
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Then it (States) will obiviously have the qualities of wisdom, courage, self-
discipline and justice.
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S.o the state founded on natural principles is wise as a whole in virtue of the

knowledge inherent in its smallest constituent part of class, which exercises authority
over the rest. And it appears further that the naturally smallest class is the one
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which is endowed with that form of knowledge which alone of all others deserves
the title of wisdom'.
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Religion is man's faith in a power beyond himself where by he seeks to
satisfy emotional needs and gains stablity or life, and which he expresses in act of
worship and service®.
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Philosophy of Religion is response of philosophy to this challenge. It is a

philosophical inquiry into the nature, function, value and truth of Religions
experience as and expression of nature of ultimate realityl.
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We must stop all stories of this kind, and stop mothers being misled by
them and scaring their children with harmful myths by telling tales about a host
gods that prowl about at night in a strange variety of shapes. So we shall prevent
them blespheming the gods and making cowards of their children’.
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God must surely always be represented as he really is, whether the poet is
writing epic, lyric or tragedy .
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Then god, being good, cannot be responsible for everything, as is commonly
said, but smaller part of Human life, for the greater part of which he has no
responsibility. For we have a far smaller share of good than of evil and while god
must be held to be sole cause of good we must look for some facters other than god
as cause of evil’.
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Then, It (State) will obv1ously have the qualmes of w1sdom courage, self-
discipline and Justlce ‘
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So the state founded on natural principles is wise as a whole in virtue of the

knowledge inherent in its smallest constituent part or class, which exercises
authority over the rest. And it appears further that the naturally smallest class is
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the one which is endowed with that form of knowledge which alone of all others
deserves the title of wisdom".
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Would not the gaurdians, in fact, be for fewer in number than any other
group with special knowledge and name?
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That this was the sort of result we were doing our best to achieve in choosing
our soldier-class, and in educating them physically and mentally3.

And by retaining it in all circumstances I meant retaining it safely, without
losing it in pleasure or pain, desire or fear”.
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 Self discipline, I Sald, is surly akind of order, a control of certain desires

and appetites. So people use ‘‘being master of one self’”’ (Whatever that means)
and similar phrases as indication of it’. '
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While the simple and moderate desires gnided by reason and right judgement
and reﬂectlon are to be found in a minority who have the best natural gifts and best
education’.
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Because, unlike courage and wisdom, which made our state brave and wise
by being present in particular part of it, self-discipline stretches across the whole
scale. It produces a harmony between its strongest and weakest and middle elements,
whether you mesure by the standard of intelligence, or of strength or of number or
money or the like. And so we are quite justified in regarding self-disciple as this
unanimity in which there is a natural concordance between higher and lower about
which of them is to rule in state and individual®.
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Well then, listen, and see if you think I am talking sense, I believe justice is
the requirement we laid down at the beginning as of universal application when we
founded our state, or else some particular form of it. We laid down, if you remember,
and have aften repeated, that in our state one man was to do one job, the job he was
naturally most snited for'.
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Interference by three classes with each other's jobs, and interechange of
Jjobs between them, therefore, does the greatest harm to our state, and we are entirely
justified in calling it the worst of evils'.
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So that is what justice is. And when each or our three classes
(Businessmen, Axiliaries and guardians) does its own job and minds its own
business that is justice and makes our §tate just3..
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Society originates, then said I, so for as I can see, because the individual is
not self sufficient, but has many needs which he can not supply himself, or can you
suggest any other origin for it.

No, I cannot, he said

And when we have got hold or enough people to satisfy our many varied
needs, we have assembled quite a large number of partners and helpers togather to
live izn one place; and we give the resultant settlement the name of community or
state”.
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You will remember we found that they also included courage, greatness of
mind, quickness to learn and a good memory (in philosopher Ruler) .
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Then we must remember that each of us will be just and perform his proper
function only if each part of him is performing its proper function'.
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So the state founded on natural principles is wise as a whole in virtue of the
knowledge inherent in its smallest constituent part or class, which exercises authority
over the rest. ‘
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