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INTRODUCTION

Ethics as a branch of philosophy deals with deliberate actions. con-
ducts, characters and ideals of human beings. In the history of human
civilization Ethics has played a very important role in controlling, regula-
ting & guiding the human behaviour, roles and duties. It is regarded as the
code of conduct. It unites man to man in the society and establishes a
harmonious relation between man and society. It is possible to imagine a
society without a government or a religion, but it is impossible to imagine
a society without ethical norms, codes and standards. In common sense
Ethics or Moral philosophy indicates good, right and virtuous action but as
a branch of philosophy, it deals with both, good actions and bad actions.
right actions and wrong actions, virtues and vices. It analyses and explains
both but it hints a person to lead his life from bad to good, from wrong to
right and from vices to virtues. Though it is an universal science and global
arts, but its postulates, norms and standards differ from society to society,
one civilization to other civilization, and culture to culture.

Therefore it seems a very difficult task to make a comparative study
of ethical norms and standards. It becomes more difficult when the bases
of the comparative study belong to entirely different cultural environment.
Professor Dr. Radheshyamadhara Dvivedi has taken this difficult task in
his hand to make a comparative study of ethical principles, norms and
standards, based on three treatises, belonging to very different socio-
cultural environments. The Upanishads present very ancient socio-cultural
environment of India, which is generally regarded as Brahmanical Culture.
The Sutta-Nipata is an important text of Buddhist culture and Republic,
which has very different geographical surrounding, presents Greek socio-
cultural environments.

Dr. Dvivedi has made a very deep and thorough study of the above
treatises, with the intention to seek a common ground to establish a global
and holistic view regarding the ethical principles, norms and standards.
According to him without such an ideal, man cannot be uplifted from
various limitations and shortcomings for the sake of human progress and
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world peace. In his investigation he found such a global an.d holistic view
of the authors of the Upanishads, Sutta-Nipata and Republic.

Generally Ethical theories of moral standards are divifled in .twq
groups viz. legalistic and teleological theories. Legalistic again is explained
as internal law and external laws. Teleological theories are broadly divided
into Hedonism & Perfectionism. The author of the present book has tried
to find out the references of these theories in the Upanishads, Sutta-Nipat,
and Republic.

According to the Upanishads he has elaborated and explained the
ethical theories as External laws, Internal laws, Rationalism, Hedonism,
Perfectionalism and Spiritualism. Here he has very carefully distinguished
the theoratical and conceptual principles from practical and utiliterian
principles. As the Upanishads assert the practical aspects of ethics. The
Hedonism of the Upanishads is drastically different from Egoistic Hedon-
ism and Altruistic Hedonism as the Upanishads clearly differentiate Bliss
from happiness & pleasure. The Ethical Hedonism gives its emphasis on
pleasure or happiness either for a person or for the largest numbers of the
persons. Though some of the moral philosophers make distinction between

quantitative difference of pleasure and qualitative difference of pleasure,
yet they cannot arrive at bliss or spiritual pleasure.

The Sutta-Nipata asserts its ethical principles on the background of
asceticism, yet it discusses and considers various theories of ethical stand-
ards namely external legalistic theory, internal legalistic and spiritualism,
The spiritualism of Sutta-Nipata is different from the spiritualism of the
Upanishads. There is no concept of bliss as the highest goal of human life,
but it advocates complete cessation of sufferings and misseries.

The Republic also considers various views and theories of ethical
standards but hints towards a spiritual goal, which in not negative like

nirvana of Sutta-Nipata, but positive something nearer to the Upanishadic
bliss.

In this comparative study the author has tried his best to explain the
concept of Dharma with the concepts of ethical virtues, according to the
Upanishads, Sutta-Nipata and Republic. All these three treatises analyse
and explain the psychological grounds and stages of mind which are
helpful to inculcate moral virtues in the human mind and behaviour. In this
context, the author has clearly explained the nature and importance of
knowledge, control of senses and mind, courage and justice etc.
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ggestion made in this study, it is the proper time
© Partiality of normal theories based either on materialistic
Or Spiritualistic background and to make an attempt to estab-
mony and Sythesis between these two. As the guide line of this
synthetical approacy, pe has clarified a few points. According to him the
universal culture should be divided into eastern cultural tradition and
western-cultural tradition. The culture of China, Japan, Tibbet, Burma,
India and of other Agjan countries may be regarded as eastern culture
similarly the cultyre of Greek, Rome, Egypt and of other European coun-
tries may be regardeq as western cultural tradition.

' :l"he Indian Cultural tradition may be divided as Brahmana cultural
tradition and Sramana Cultural tradition. A five point similarity between
Brahmana Tradition apq western tradition can be established, viz. (a)
Existence. (?f Personal god (4) Singularistic view of individual (9]
Universalistic view of the world (d) Personal soul and (e) Eternal life.
Almost all the schools of Hindu religion and christianity give emphasis on
these five points. But there is a five point difference between Brahmana
tradition and Buddhist traditjon, Buddhists asserts these five points as (a)
No god, (b) Puralistic theory of Individual (c) Particularistic view of the

world (d) No-soul theory (e) Nibbana or cessation of suffering.

In European tradition, those who are not influenced by christianity
may behave these five points which are advocated by Buddhism. It is very
clear from the findings of the the author that Indian Religion and philo-
sophical thoughts have established unity in the civilization and culture of
Asian countries similarly christianity and Greek thought have established
unity in European countries,

Having elaborately explained the ethical virtues, moral standards and
principles according to the Upanishads, Sutta-Nipata and Republic, the
author has mentioned some similarities in these three treatises.

(2) Similarity regarding Revolt and Reform : When the ancient
vedic tradition of karmakanda or sacrifices involved in violence, hypocrasy,
exploitation, external rites and- rituals, the Upanishads came as a revolt
against that and tried to reform the tradition, interpreting the authorities
injuncting sacrifices, rites and rituals. The Sutta-Nipata stood as a harse
revolts against the vadic tradition of sacrifices, by rejecting the authority of
of the vedas. similarly the Republic brought revolt against the sophists
idealogy of norms, standards and justice and tried to make reform accord-
ing to the teachings of Socrates.
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(b) Spiritual similarity : All these three emphasize the importance
and superiority of knowledgte to rituals and karmakanda arld professed to
control the natural instincts like violence, anger, desire, enviousness, temp-
tation & delusion etc. and to inculcate purity, truthfulness, non-violence
contentment, self-control, benevolence and renunciation etc.

(c) Social similarity : All these three try to examiné the social
traditions, customs, norms and assumptions of the previous society, to take
a strong step to discard the blemishes, defects and evils etc. from the
society. All these three are the supporters of independent small states,
giving full freedom to their citizens, equalities and justice. According to
them the classification of society based on natural tendency, ability and
function, is essential but no-body could be treated higher or lower. superior
or inferior by birth only. For the social necessity and according to indi-
vidual ability, the division of life like Sramas, is also acceptable to them.
Similarly the definition and prescription of duties, responsibilities of the
persons and groups are clearly mentioned there.

(d) Psychological similarity : All these three fully explained the
psychological tendencies of human beings and grouped them into vicious
and virtuous. Their suggestions and injunctions are to discard vicious

tendencies and to develope virtuous tendencies like knowledge, content-
ment, forgiveness, discriminative knowledge etc.

The present study is a new approach towards comparative ethical
evaluation. It may help and guide further research in the study of compara-

tive Ethics. It also may be helpful to frame an ideal for global, holistic view
about moral philosophy.

In the end I wish to thank the author of this book for his sincere effort,
bold step and impartial outlook in the study of comparative Ethics. [ hope
this book will be widely read and appreciated.

Dr. Raghunathgiri
Retd. Professor & Ex-Head
Department of Philosophy

M.G. Kashividyapith, Varanasi
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Nothing Struck the Greeks so much as the philosophical Spirit which
seemed to pervade the mysterious country .
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The idea of salvation, of the liberation, of the god like soul from the
shackles of the earthly body doubtless originated in India, where it makes its
appearance in the so called Upanishads. It was thrace which formed bridge over
which this oriental doctrine of deliverance crossed into Greece?.
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Therefore god is to be conc1eved as one... The world is god, a sentient
being through without organs of sense’.
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He sees all over, thinks all over and hears all over'.
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A comparative study of Greek and Ancient Indian Philosophy, attempted
in our work, has yielded cases of resemblance, more or less close. Those who
are still in doubt as to world of Ideas furnishing many Interesting parallels to

western thought.
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1. 9RO Giepioe f&fasE, g, 3111
2. FeA— N FfsRes e fhamm, v, 4201

3. But now the time has came to go away, I go to die and you to live, but which of
us go to the better lot, is know to none, but god.
Philosopher's Speak for themselves by-T.V. Smith, p-104.
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1. The leaders of restorded democracy did worse, for they actually put secrates to death
on an absurd charge of impiety. This, Plato says, put on and to his own political

aspiration. P. 4 Plato the man and his works—A. E. Taylor.
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5. Even in antiquity there were doubts about one or two dialogues. The Alcibiades was
thought to be unauthentic by some, and the Neoplatomist proclus wished to rejecet the

Epinomis.
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